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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 29-55 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 29-31, 33-37, 39^42, 44-48, 50-53, and 55 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being unpatentable over Buytaert US 6,359,628. 

Re claim 29, Buytaert discloses in figure 1 a digital radiography system. The 
digital radiography system records a radiographic image on a photostimulable phosphor 
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screen (image taking means) that is conveyed in a cassette (7) (col. 4, lines 51-60). 
The digital radiography system also includes a identification/preview station (1) 
including a computer for running preview software to display an image that is read out of 
a screen in order to provide early feedback to an operator (col. 5, lines 9-13 and lines 
34-40). The screen can be composed of a mosaic for 6 images pertaining to 
successively read out images (col. 8, lines 42-51; figs. 4,5). Additionally, Buytaert 
states that the preview screen includes a slider that provides an indication of 
overexposure or underexposure so that an operator can make a new exposure (retaking 
instruction means) if the exposure went wrong (col. 8, lines 62-67). The Examiner is 
reading the slider as a selection means for selecting an image as an object for retaking 
from among the already taken images displayed on the preview screen because the 
slider warns the user thus allowing the user select an image to be retaken. The 
identification/preview station (1) also allows a user to enter patient identification data 
(patient's name, date of birth, sex, etc.) and image identifying data (view position, 
cassette orientation, exposure class, etc.) (col. 6, lines 18-43) for each image that is 
taken. Therefore, it can be seen that each image that is taken has a variety of image 
taking conditions (view position, exposure class, etc.). Thus, in the case that an 
operator makes a new exposure because the previous exposure went wrong (retakes 
an image), some of the image taking conditions (such as view position) of the new 
exposure will be the same as the original exposure (image taking condition of image 
selected is set as an initial value) in order to retake the same area of the body (patient 
position) as the original exposure. 
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Re claim 30, Buytaert states that the preview screen can be composed of a 
mosaic of 6 images pertaining to successively read out images (col. 8, lines 42-51 ; figs. 
4,5). Also, Buytaert states that the preview screen includes a slider that provides an 
indication of overexposure or underexposure so that an operator can make a new 
exposure (retaking instruction means) if the exposure went wrong (col. 8, lines 62-67). 
Therefore, it can be seen that if the operator makes a new exposure because the 
previous exposure went wrong both the object for retaking (previous exposure) and the 
retaken image (new exposure) will be displayed. 

Re claim 31 , the digital radiography system disclosed by Buytaert also includes a 
read-out station (2) for reading out the image stored in the phosphor screen to a laser 
recorder (3) (col. 4, line 61 - col. 5, line 3). The computer of the identification/preview 
station (1) is programmed to perform a hold function. Thus, by activating or deactivating 
a hold key on the identification screen the user can determine whether or not certain 
images will be recorded by the laser recorder (3) (col. 9, lines 11-21). The Examiner is 
reading the hold key as an output image selection means because it serves to select 
whether or not an image will be outputted externally to the laser recorder (3). 

Re claim 33, the identification/preview station (1) also allows a user to enter 
patient identification data (patient's name, date of birth, sex, etc.) and image identifying 
data (view position, cassette orientation, exposure class, etc.) (col. 6, lines 18-43; figs. 
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3,4) for each image that is taken. Therefore, it can be seen that each image that is 
taken has a variety of image taking conditions (view position, exposure class, etc.). The 
Examiner is reading this limitation as an attaching means for attaching an image taking 
ID to the image taken by the image taking means. 

Re claim 34, Buytaert states that the preview screen includes a slider that 
provides an indication of overexposure or underexposure so that an operator can make 
a new exposure (retaking instruction means) if the exposure went wrong (col. 8, lines 
62-67). The identification/preview station (1) also allows a user to enter patient 
identification data (patient's name, date of birth, sex, etc.) and image identifying data 
(view position, cassette orientation, exposure class, etc.) (col. 6, lines 18-43) for each 
image that is taken. Therefore, it can be seen that each image that is taken has a 
variety of image taking conditions (view position, exposure class, etc.). Thus, in the 
case that an operator makes a new exposure because the previous exposure went 
wrong (retakes an image), some of the image taking conditions (such as view position) 
of the new exposure will be the same as the original exposure in order to retake the 
same area of the body (patient position) as the original exposure. 

Re claim 35, the identification/preview station (1) allows a user to enter patient 
identification data (patient's name, date of birth, sex, etc.) and image identifying data 
(view position, cassette orientation, exposure class, etc.) for each image that is taken 
(col. 6, lines 18-43). 
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Re claim 36, Buytaert discloses in figure 1 a digital radiography system. The 
digital radiography system records a radiographic image on a photostimulable phosphor 
screen (image taking means) that is conveyed in a cassette (7) (col. 4, lines 51-60). 
The digital radiography system also includes a identification/preview station (1) 
including a computer for running preview software to display an image that is read out of 
a screen in order to provide early feedback to an operator (col. 5, lines 9-13 and lines 
34-40). The identification/preview station (1 ) also allows a user to enter patient 
identification data (patient's name, date of birth, sex, etc.) and image identifying data 
(view position, cassette orientation, exposure class, etc.) for each image that is taken 
(col. 6, lines 18-43). Thus, the identification/preview station (1) stores image taking ID's 
of the images taken by the image taking means. Buytaert also states that the preview 
screen can be composed of a mosaic of 6 images pertaining to successively read out 
images (col. 8, lines 42-51; figs. 4,5). Therefore, depending on the patient and image 
identification data entered by the user some of the images displayed on the preview 
screen may have the same patient and/or image identification data (image taking ID). 
The digital radiography system disclosed by Buytaert also includes a read-out station 
(2) for reading out the image stored in the phosphor screen to a laser recorder (3) (col. 
4, line 61 - col. 5, line 3). The computer of the identification/preview station (1 ) is 
programmed to perform a hold function. Thus, by activating or deactivating a hold key 
on the identification screen the user can determine whether or not certain images (some 
of which may have the same patient or image identification data) will be recorded by the 
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laser recorder (3) (col. 9, lines 1 1-21). The Examiner is reading the hold key as an 
output image selection means because it serves to select whether or not an image will 
be outputted externally to the laser recorder (3). 

Re claim 37, Buytaert states that the preview screen can be composed of a 
mosaic of 6 images pertaining to successively read out images (col. 8, lines 42-51 ; figs. 
4,5). Therefore, depending on the patient and image identification data entered by the 
user some of the images displayed on the preview screen may have the same patient 
and/or image identification data (image taking ID). 

Re claim 39, the identification/preview station (1) allows a user to enter patient 
identification data (patient's name, date of birth, sex, etc.) and image identifying data 
(view position, cassette orientation, exposure class, etc.) for each image that is taken 
(col. 6, lines 18-43). 

Re claim 40, see claim 29. 

Re claim 41 , see claim 30. 

Re claim 42, see claim 31 . 



Re claim 44, see claim 33. 
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Re claim 45, see claim 34. 
Re claim 46, see claim 35. 
Re claim 47, see claim 36. 
Re claim 48, see claim 37. 
Re claim 50, see claim 39. 

Re claim 51 , the identification station disclosed by Buytaert is a personal 
computer loaded with identification and preview software for performing the disclosed 
functions (col. 5, lines 25-29). For the rest of claim 51 , see claim 29. 

Re claim 52, the identification station disclosed by Buytaert is a personal 
computer loaded with identification and preview software for performing the disclosed 
functions (col. 5, lines 25-29). For the rest of claim 51 , see claim 36. 

Re claim 53, Buytaert discloses in figure 1 a digital radiography system. The 
digital radiography system records a radiographic image on a photostimulable phosphor 
screen (image taking means) that is conveyed in a cassette (7) (col. 4, lines 51-60). 



Application/Control Number: 09/552,590 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2612 

The digital radiography system also includes a identification/preview station (1) 
including a computer for running preview software to display an image that is read out of 
a screen in order to provide early feedback to an operator (col. 5, lines 9-13 and lines 
34-40). The screen can be composed of a mosaic for 6 images pertaining to 
successively read out images (col. 8, lines 42-51 ; figs. 4,5). Additionally, Buytaert 
states that the preview screen includes a slider that provides an indication of 
overexposure or underexposure so that an operator can make a new exposure (retaking 
instruction means) if the exposure went wrong (col. 8, lines 62-67). The Examiner is 
reading the slider as a selection means for selecting an image as an object for retaking 
from among the already taken images displayed on the preview screen because the 
slider warns the user thus allowing the user select an image to be retaken. The 
identification/preview station (1) also allows a user to enter (attach) patient identification 
data (patient's name, date of birth, sex, etc.) and image identifying data (view position, 
cassette orientation, exposure class, etc.) (col. 6, lines 18-43) for each image that is 
taken. Therefore, it can be seen that each image that is taken has a variety of image 
taking conditions (view position, exposure class, etc.) and the Examiner is reading this 
feature as the first and second attachment means for attaching an image taking ID to an 
image. Thus, in the case that an operator makes a new exposure because the previous 
exposure went wrong (retakes an image), some of the image taking conditions (such as 
view position) of the new exposure will be the same as the original exposure (image 
taking condition of image selected is set as an initial value) in order to retake the same 
area of the body (patient position) as the original exposure. The digital radiography 
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system disclosed by Buytaert also includes a read-out station (2) for reading out the 
image stored in the phosphor screen to a laser recorder (3) (col. 4, line 61 - col. 5, line 
3). The computer of the identification/preview station (1) is programmed to perform a 
hold function. Thus, by activating or deactivating a hold key on the identification screen 
the user can determine whether or not certain images will be recorded by the laser 
recorder (3) (col. 9, lines 1 1-21). The Examiner is reading the hold key as an output 
image selection means because it serves to select whether or not an image will be 
outputted externally to the laser recorder (3). 

Re claim 55, the identification/preview station (1) allows a user to enter patient 
identification data (patient's name, date of birth, sex, etc.) and image identifying data 
(view position, cassette orientation, exposure class, etc.) for each image that is taken 
(col. 6, lines 18-43). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 32, 38, 43, 49, and 54 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Buytaert in view of Kawamura et al. US 6,522,354. 

Re claim 32, Buytaert includes all of the limitations of claim 29. However, 
Buytaert fails state that the display control means displays an identification mark for the 
image not selected by an output image selection means 

Kawamura discloses in figure 1 an electronic camera with a transfer means (4) 
capable of transferring images to external equipment (col. 3, lines 9-15). As shown in 
figure 2 when the camera (1 1) is set in transfer mode a microcomputer (15) retrieves 
images stored on the memory card (21) and produces thumbnail images to be displayed 
on a display (19) (col. 5, lines 19-40). The operator then selects via selection switches 
(35,36,37) the images on the display (19) that are to be transferred (col. 5, lines 42-49). 
Thus, the camera (1 1 ) includes output image selection means for selecting an image to 
be outputted externally from among the images displayed by the display (19). 
Furthermore, the camera (1 1) displays a PC icon (52) or a telephone icon (51) in 
association with each item that has been transferred (col. 8, lines 1-5). Although these 
icons are attached to images that are selected by the output image selection means, it 
can also be seen that an identification mark (numbers 2 and 4) is displayed for the 
images not selected by the output image selection means. In figure 6, the images 
corresponding to the numbers 2 and 4 are not selected by the output selection means 
but they do have identification marks (2,4). Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include the output image selection 
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means for transferring images to external equipment as disclosed by Kawamura in the 
digital radiography system disclosed by Buytaert. Doing so would provide a means for 
determining which images have been transferred (Kawamura: col. 2, lines 1-9). 

Re claims 38, 43, 49, and 54, see claim 32. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Janssens et al. (US 5,616,930) discloses a radiation image displaying method 
and apparatus. The information regarding previewing digital radiographic images is 
pertinent material. 

Contacts 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8659. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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